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Now madame la Marquise de Guercheville, having
heard about this open contempt for the wishes of the
Queen, as she is a generous-hearted woman, was
indignant at seeing some insignificant peddlers so
overbearing: and so she decided justly that they
ought to be punished in a way that would hurt them
most; namely, [135] that they should be set aside.
Now having learned that all the Merchants could have
furnished, would not amount to more than four thou-
sand livres, she did not disdain (to the end that many
might participate in the good work) to ask a contri-
bution from all the greatest Princes and Grandees of
the Court; in this way, the sum of four thousand
livres was soon collected.

Now this Lady, being very discreet, considered
that this sum, in paying the Merchants who had fur-
nished the cargo, and in dismissing them from all as-
sociation, would also accomplish two great benefits
for new France. The first was, that this would al-
ways be a good fund with which to maintain the
Jesuits there, so that they would not be a burden to
sieur de Potrincourt, or any [136] one else, nor would it
be necessary to repeat every year the taking up of col-
lections for them. The second was, that by this ar-
rangement the profit from peltries and fish, which
this ship would bring back, would not return to
France to be lost in the hands of the Merchants, but
would redound to the interests of Canada, and there
would remain in the possession and power of sieurs
Robin and Potrincourt, and would be used for the
maintenance of Port Royal and the French residing
there. For this reason, it was concluded that this
money, having been applied and used for the benefit
of Canada, the Jesuits should participate in the busi-



